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THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING LEADERS AND 

VOLUNTEERS 

Quick ~ what‟s the first thing that comes to your 

mind when you hear “PTSA”?  

a) Those ladies who chit chat over coffee 

about PTSA “stuff”  

b) I know they‟re going to ask me to 

volunteer (but I secretly hope they 

don‟t…) 

c) They plan those cute little events 

d) A cohesive group that spends countless 

hours devoted to fundraising, plans 

educational and social events and 

programs, and thinks of countless ways 

to enriching our children‟s educational 

experience 

e) All of the above 

 

Well...technically “e” is correct, but “d” truly 

describes Enatai‟s PTSA. Cake walks and face 

painting are great fun, but Enatai‟s PTSA 

provides something much more valuable and 

impactful than simple fun and games. Because of 

the commitment and determination of the PTSA, 

we‟ve been able to fund 2 certificated specialists 

and support 7 instructional aides not to mention 

countless other programs and social events. 

 

Enatai is blessed with a group of dedicated 

parents whose time and resources enrich our 

children‟s education in countless ways. While we 

often groan (let‟s face it, we all do) at the email 

or flyer that asks for more     (fill in the 

blank), let‟s step back and be proud of what we 

are accomplishing for our children. Of course no 

one joins PTSA for the recognition; however, we 

could not function without the efforts of many, 

many families. Please be sure to thank the 

following individuals: 

 

Thank You to… 

 Karen Deitrick for editing the ever-

informative newsletter 

 Amy Sirr for maintaining the beautiful 

Enatai Gardens 

 Julie Moynihan for coordinating Enatai‟s 

yearbook 

 Marie Stark for organizing Thursday 

packets and Community Connections 

every week 

 Mike Hillberg for maintaining and 

always improving Enatai‟s PTSA website 

(www.enataiptsa.org)  

 Laura McKean, Allyson Marks and Amy 

Gibson for serving as the PTSA 

Nominating Committee 

 Marie Stark and Linda Mui for spending 

valuable weekend time at the PTSA 

Dates to Remember: 

 
May 18 - 21 Spring Book Fair 
May 20 Science Fair 6 – 7:30 in gym 
May 21 Skate King  
May 25 Memorial Day: No School! 
May 26 General PTSA Meeting – 

come to the library @ 6:30 
pm! 

May 27 Spring Concert - 6:00 pm for 
1st Grade in gym 

May 27 Spring Concert - 
7:00pm for 3rd Grade and 
Richardson/Greytak in gym 
  

May 28 Spring Concert - 7:00 pm for 
4th Grade in gym 

 
June 4 Bellevue Schools 

Foundation Luncheon 
June 11  Variety Show 6 – 7 pm/Gym 
June 19  Carnival  
June 25 Last Day of School  

 

http://www.enataiptsa.org/
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Convention – gathering information to 

strengthen Enatai‟s PTSA 

 Amy Day, Sarah Streun, Cat Heed, Karla 

Bennett, Karen Bovenkamp, Greta 

George, & Amy Reller for coordinating 

Teacher Appreciation Week; thanks to 

Tom & Sally Morris for generously 

providing lattes for the staff 

 Ali Henning, Leslie Howard, Sienna 

Rubel, Jill Goffe, Charlotte Lomholt, 

Nancye Matheson, Rise Hirsch, Kit 

Watson, Michelle Hauser, Heather 

Serres, Lisa Clinton, Ellen Stone, Laura 

McKean, Noelle Parker, Sarah Riley, 

Kelly Massey, Debbie Stevens, Karen 

Wirthlin, Jennifer Lomas, Lisa Benko, 

Kirsten Richards, Tamara Wright, Amy 

Reller, Katy Enger, Cathy Seelye, Greta 

George, Scott Moore, Tamra Robinson 

and Tricia Pratt – our fantastic Room 

Parents who have sent out countless 

emails rallying our families for 

everything from hand sanitizer to money 

 Kirsten Richards, Heather Blust, Allison 

Conkin, Kirsten Duncan, Ali Henning, 

Marji Jochums, Stacie LeBlanc, Lisa 

Long, Lisa Mawer, and Heather Serres 

for reviewing the budget and proposing 

some tough cuts; the budget remains 

focused on funding the certificated 

specialists and instructional aides despite 

the significant decrease in revenue this 

year 

 Karla Bennett and Katy Enter for 

chairing the Enatai Eats! Cookbook and 

Leslie Barry for lending her amazing 

creative talents! 

Speaking of…have you 

munched on Evan Philipps‟ Kung Fu 

Fattys, devoured Mark Strand‟s Tater-tot 

Casserole, or sipped Kathy Kobzek‟s 

Pink Cherry Flip? If not, then you must 

not have your copy of Enatai Eats! Not 

only does it look fabulous sitting on your 

counter and provide you with endless 

meal ideas, but the proceeds from each 

book fund PTSA-sponsored programs.  

Contact Karla Bennett 

bennetjk@msn.com to place your order.  

 

Congratulations to Linda Mui who received a 

Golden Acorn award at the PTSA Spring 

Celebration Luncheon. Linda is a West Area 

Vice President on the Bellevue Council PTSA 

Board of Directors and implemented and 

oversees the Family Partners program that 

connects bilingual parent volunteers with new 

families to provide a support system and help 

new families feel comfortable as part of Enatai‟s 

community.  

Weôd love to see you at the PTSA General 

Meeting on May 26
th

 at 6:30 PM. Please join 

us in voting in next yearôs PTSA Executive 

Board Officers and approving the 2009-2010 

budget.  

Your PTSA President-Elect, Kirsten Duncan 
www.enataiptsa.org 

  
 

 
Volunteer Corner! 

 

Mark Your Calendar! (visit www.enataiptsa.org 

for details) 

When you see these chairs who will spend 

countless hours planning, organizing, and pulling 

off yet one more event for our school, please be 

sure to thank them for all of their hard work (and 

while you‟re at it, ask how you can help!): 

 May 18-21: Spring Book Fair – Marji 

Jochums j.jochums@comcast.net 

 May 20: Science Fair – Greta George 

and Kirsten Sharp 

gretaandmike@comcast.net   

mailto:bennetjk@msn.com
http://www.enataiptsa.org/
http://www.enataiptsa.org/
mailto:gretaandmike@comcast.net
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 May 21: Skate King – Michelle Jordan 

 June 4: Bellevue Schools Foundation 

Luncheon – Amy Day  info@bsfdn.org 

 June 11: Variety Show – Kate Parsons, 

Andrew Park, and Karen Wirthlin 

wirthlins@comcast.net  

 June 19: Carnival – Crystal McGowan 

and Jackie Wydrowski 

 

 
 

 
Enatai Eats! Cookbook 

Don't forget to purchase your Enatai Eats 
Cookbook.... $20.... It makes a great present 
for everyone and brings thoughts of home to 
alumni and college students in the family!!!!!  

Contact Karla Bennett to place your order: 

bennetjk@msn.com  

 
 

New After School program starting 

next Friday, May 15th! 
 
What: Enatai Cares Club 
 

When: Fridays from 2:30 Έ 3:30  
 

Where: Lisa Longΐs Kindergarten 

classroom 
 

Who: Enatai students, their parents and 
siblings 
 

Why: This is a chance to plan fun things, 
which can help others, and make us feel 
proud at the same time. 
 

This is an invitation for your kids to work on 
service projects.  I encourage you to come 
too and make this a family event.  Siblings 
are welcome when parents attend. 
If your child will be coming alone, I can send 
you a permission slip.  
 

This is a work in progress so come with your 
ideas for projects and ways to celebrate our 
good deeds.  
 

If you have questions email me at 
marieleahystark@gmail.com or call me at 425-
890-0550. 
 

 
 

Enatai Elementary Traffic Flow 

 

 
 

Your input is needed! Parents that drive their 
students to school are keenly aware of the 
traffic flow problem at drop-off and pick-up 
times at Enatai Elementary.  Amy Hart is 
assessing current traffic flow problems and 
gauging the necessity of changes.  
 
If you have input regarding problems you 
experience or any ideas to share about 
corrective measures, please contact Amy  
promptly.   
 
Please take a moment to complete a very 
short survey regarding the traffic flow.  
Surveys were handed out in the traffic line 
this week or will be available in the school 
office.  If you would like to complete the 
survey online, the link to the survey is 
available at www.enataiptsa.org    

mailto:info@bsfdn.org
mailto:bennetjk@msn.com
mailto:marieleahystark@gmail.com
http://www.enataiptsa.org/
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Click on the “Traffic Flow Survey” link. 
 

Contact Amy Hart (norm.amy@comcast.net or 

206-510-4678) 

 

 
 

ENATAI STUDENT COUNCIL  
STUDENT COUNCIL YEAR-IN-REVIEW 
This was the second year Enatai offered 
Student Council. We had sixty children from 
grades 3-5 participate throughout the year.  It 
is our hope that by being involved in Student 
Council the children understand that, despite 
their young age, they have the ability to reach 
out and positively impact communities near 
and far. We would like to recognize the hard 
work of all of the children involved and 
review their accomplishments: 
October : Planned Enatai School Spirit Day: PJ 
Day!         
November :  Made 85 Thanksgiving cards and 
delivered them to a local retirement home 
December :  Made 85 winter-themed place 
mats and delivered them to a local retirement 
home 
January:  Sponsored Hat Day supporting the 
Heavenly Hats Foundation; raised ~$450! 
February :  Wrote ~50 thank you letters to 
Veterans in a Veterans hospital 
March :  Organized Run, Walk, or Roll to 
School Week to promote environmental 
awareness 
April :  Cleaned up the school garden for class 
use and planted flowers in pots for the school 
to enjoy; thank you to Amy Sirr for her help 
and guidance in the garden 
Thank you to our student council teacher 
advisors, Jennifer Buker and Karen Greytak, 
for generously sharing their time in helping to 
plan and facilitate these projects.  
Kirsten Duncan, Parent Advisor 
 

 

 

 

 

Activities in the Community 
(These listings have been sent to us by community 

members) 

 

 
 

2009 Bellevue Girls Summer Hoop 

Camp 
The Bellevue Girls Basketball Program is 

hosting its annual Bellevue Girls Hoop Camp 

again this summer at Bellevue High School.  The 

camp will be directed by Ron Tinnin, Bellevue 

High School Girls Basketball Head Coach, and 

focuses on all fundamental areas of basketball, 

including defense, passing, ball handling, 

shooting, and includes games and prizes for 

campers.   

 

Be a part of this fun learning experience!   Meet 

and work with the Bellevue High School coaches 

and players! 

 

When:  Tuesday June 30 through Thursday, July 

2, 2009 – 9 AM to 3 PM each day 

Where:  Bellevue High School gyms 

Eligibility:  Open to any girl entering grades 3 

through 9 in Fall 2009 

Cost:  $150 per camper – includes 2009 Hoop 

Camp T-shirt 

How:  Registration is now open.  Forms are 

available online at www.bhsgirlsbasketball.com 

or check the front office of your school for our 

printed flyer/registration forms. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:norm.amy@comcast.net
http://www.bhsgirlsbasketball.com/
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Staff Appreciation Week 
 

 
 

A huge thanks to everyone involved with the 
week long Staff Appreciation events.  
Children happily gave their teachers flowers 
and cards on Monday, muffins & pastries on 
Tuesday, carwash on Wednesday, parents 
donated to Fund-An-Aide on Thursday and 
Friday delivered a tasty dessert bar to our 
wonderful teachers and staff at Enatai!  We 
are so fortunate to have a talented and 
vigilant collection of educators for our kids 
and community!  We truly appreciate 
everything you do ï every day!    
 

We want to especially thank Amy Day for 
coordinating the Fund-An-Aide and to the 
parent community for coming together and 
raising over $1,000 to fund aides and 
specialists for next year.  During this fiscally 
tight budget year, every donation helps.  
Enatai Eagles é YOU DID IT AGAIN!!!! 
 

Many thanks also to Enatai PTSA, room 
parents, Amy Day, Tom and Sally Morris, 
Sally Streun, Cat Heed, Karla Bennett, 
Karen Bovenkamp, Greta George, Amy 
Reller.  There were so many volunteers that 
are not listed here.  You are magnificent and 
we appreciate your energy and enthusiasm 
each time you give the gift of time to make 
Enatai a great school! 
 

 

Enatai in the Bellevue Reporter! 
 

In the April 29
th

 edition of the Bellevue Reporter 

there were two articles about Enatai students.  

Ms. Greytak and Ms. Richardson‟s second grade 

class made a bird sanctuary at Enatai 

Neighborhood Park, also know as „Pit Park‟.   

Sam Stone, from Ms. Oh‟s third grade class, 

worked to keep a nest at Surry Downs Park safe. 

The second graders worked with their teacher, 

Ms. Greytak, to research the types of birds that 

live in our local parks.  They received help from 

Mr. and Mrs. Hall from the Eastside Audubon 

Society, who helped them decide what types of 

native plants they could add to the park that help 

the birds thrive.  Some of the student‟s families 

built birdhouses. 

 

On April 20 the class went on a field trip to put 

up the birdhouses and plant the 26 plants for the 

sanctuary.  You can check it out for yourself at 

the back, upper level of the park (across the 

street from school).  

 

Sam Stone was also looking out for the birds.  

He found a nest at Surry Downs Park that he was 

worried would be destroyed because it was in the 

middle of the grass.  Sam and his mom Ellen 

enlisted the help a police officer, courthouse 

administrator, at least four people who work for 

city maintenance and workers at the Probation 

Office located next to the park.  

 

After receiving everyone‟s permission, Sam 

went to work setting up a safety zone around the 

Killdeer‟s nest using yellow caution tape.  There 

is a nice picture of Sam and the bird in the paper 

and online.   

 

You can read both articles online by going to 

BellevueReporter.com and searching under 

Enatai.  

http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/east_king/bel 

 

 

 
Legislative Update 

 

http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/east_king/bel
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Thanks again to everyone who worked, in  any 

way, to help enact meaningful reform of 

Washington Stateôs definition of óBasic 

Educationô.  There will many opportunities in 

the coming months and years to keep our 

legislatorôs focused on the task of funding 

these needed changes.  

Here are the highl ights of the Education 

Reform Bill that passed and is awaiting the 

Governorôs signature. 

¶ Redefines Basic Education to include: 

 increased instructional hours, from the 

current 1,000 to 1,080, the opportunity 

to complete 24 credits for high school 

graduatio n, all -day kindergarten, highly 

capable programs, targeted early 

learning and a new transportation 

funding formula. These new pieces will 

not be added all at once, but will be 

phased in according to an 

implementation schedule to be 

developed by the Quality  Council, with 

a completion date of 2018.  

¶ Implements a prototypical schools 

funding model. The model will create a 

ñcoreò allocations using easy to 

understand categories with 

enhancements for certain staffing 

categories, including highly capable, 

career/t echnology, and AP/IB 

programs.  

¶ Creates the Quality Education Council 

as an on -going oversight entity. The 

Council, comprised of eight legislators, 

representatives from OSPI, the 

governorôs office, the State Board of 

Education, the Professional Educator 

Standards Board and the Department 

of Early Learning, would recommend 

and assist with the on -going 

implementation of an evolving program 

of Basic Education and financing.  

¶ Creates four work groups on: Finance 

(to develop recommended revenue 

sources); Supplem ental Funding (to 

develop recommendations on local 

levies and levy equalization); 

Compensation (to develop new Salary 

Allocation Model recommendations); 

and Early Learning (to develop 

recommendations for a new program of 

early learning as Basic Education).   

¶ Establishes a K -12 Data Governance 

Group, within OSPI, to assist in the 

design and implementation of a data 

improvement system for financial, 

student, and educator data.  

¶ Directs the State Board of Education to 

create a system of accountability to 

identi fy schools for recognition and 

additional support for schools and 

school districts.  

¶ Directs the Professional Educator 

Standards Board to adopt performance 

standards for effective teaching and 

recommend other modifications for 

educator certification.  

Marie Stark, Legislative Chair  

Linda Mui, Co-Chair 
 

 
 

  
 

For submissions to the newsletter please contact: 
Karen Deitrick, Newsletter Editor at 425-688-8931 or 
seattlekd@comcast.net         


